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to, doubtless, in great measure by the circumstance that it
is not vouchsafed to many to take delight in Opposition, no
matter upon what question, in straw-splitting special pleading,
obtrusive and wearisome deliverances of sickly flavour, self-
sufficient rhetoric and false pathos, and such-like abomina-
tions; at least, not to find all these as recreative as do
certain Deputies, who play the leading parts on our parlia-
mentary stage, and take up by far the greater part of our
time. It was really found unbearable that a number of men
should be powerless to extricate themselves from the meshes
of law-making for from eight to nine months of the year at a
stretch. They exhausted their own strength and that of the
Ministers; they surfeited the public with the oratorical
pabulum cooked by themselves and incessantly served up by
the newspapers, until the said public ceased to pay any
attention to their speeches, unless these latter happened to
deal with questions of vital interest, or to be highly spiced
with offensive remarks and scandal Finally, the Deputies,
during their long sojourn together in the different German
capitals, saw little or nothing of the districts they represented
or of actual life, listened only to the voice of party-sj irit,
and became ossified with doctrines and theories, like
professors in their studies and councillors at their green
tables. In order to remedy these evils it was necessary that
the representatives of the people should be enabled, during a
period of time far more protracted than theretofore, to rest
from their parliamentary labours, to breathe physically and
intellectually wholesome air in the outer world, and to
recover touch with the people of whose interests it was their
duty to be cognizant, so as to be en rapport with them when
again subjected to the influence of party-leadership. To
this end (in July, 1879) the Chancellor submitted to the
Federal Council a proposal involving the alteration of